Streptomycin drug fever during treatment of bilateral Meniere's disease.
The use of intramuscular injections of streptomycin sulfate for the ablation of vestibular function in patients with bilateral Meniere's disease is well established. Although hypersensitivity reactions to streptomycin are documented, frank drug fevers are rare. Our patient, with no previous history of drug allergies, was treated with parenteral streptomycin for disabling bilateral Meniere's disease. The patient's hospital course was complicated by severe hypotension and spiking fevers, which were temporally related to the streptomycin injections, and which resolved on cessation of the drug therapy. A challenge dose of a new batch of streptomycin resulted in renewed rigors, fever, and hypotension. The necessity of early recognition of this uncommon, life-threatening drug fever with streptomycin is emphasized by our experience.